
Retired teachers need to be concerned about the changing nature of work and the 

lack of work in America. Congressional representatives of both political parties 

have demonstrated an inability or unwillingness to pass the necessary legislation to 

put people back to work. We must continue to put political pressure on elected offi-

cials to do the right thing for those Americans who are looking for good paying 

jobs. 
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Retirees Can Make a Difference 

Retiree Council 8 Steering Committee:  Adirondack—H. LaFave; Canastota—          
B. Woodarek, N. Fradenburg; Clinton—G. Adams, J. Gee; Holland Patent—D. Schue,       

J. Grossman; New Hartford—D. Markson; Oneida—S. Sorrentino,  K. Brown; Oneida 

BOCES—J. Furgal,  C. Zammiello; Oriskany—S. McQueen, D. Inserra; Oswego—     

K. Mantaro; Remsen—N. Revere; Rome— P. Corbett, W. Carey; Utica—P. Baker,      
A. Gorman; VVS—K. Drake, A. Wright; Waterville—M. Berardino;  Whitesboro—    

H. Chomin,  F. Wood   

Kam Brown (OREA; RC 8 Rep) knew 

that Ohio Senate Bill 5 took away the 

rights of unions and their members to 

negotiate contracts for such things as 

health insurance, pension benefits and 

working conditions; so when the AFT 

put out a call for volunteers from across 

America to go to Ohio to defeat this bill, 

she wanted to sign up. Kam said, “It 

sounded like a huge step backwards for 

workers across America.”  

Kam discussed making the trip with 

her family and with their support made 

the decision to travel to Ohio to work 

Kam Brown Travelled to Ohio to Support Workers 

with other AFT campaign workers to 

defeat this measure. These activists 

made phone calls and walked door to 

door to persuade voters to vote NO on 

the proposition.  

Senate Bill 5 was repealed!! Kam 

stated, “I was happy to help in this ef-

fort. Hopefully, America knows that 

working people will stand up for them-

selves.” 

Visit the RC 8 web page (ny.aft.org/

rc8) to read the complete story about 

Kam’s trip to support the workers in 

Ohio. 

Through yearly donations to the Labor/Religion Coalition, Retiree Council 8 

supports the Central NY Food Bank and the Fair Trade Project, which creates direct 

relationships between us and low-income farmers and producers in developing 

countries. When we purchase Fair Trade, we join a network of global solidarity. 

The members of the steering committee want to allocate more funding to these 

two missions and add others to the list in 2012. One such cause is America's Vet-

Dogs—The Veterans' K-9 Corps, a national program to train dogs to assist wounded 

vets. However, doing so may be prohibitive due to limited resources.  

In order to achieve this goal of giving more, more revenue is needed. RC 8 de-

rives its operating revenue from a $5 participation fee each retiree is asked to remit. 

Unfortunately, not every retiree choses to pay this participation fee for whatever 

reason. It is my hope that these noncontributory retirees will reconsider paying the 

$5 participation fee so the council can support these missions more generously. Col-

lectively we can make a bigger impact in the world  if every retiree is a participating 

member of RC 8. Please help us help others by becoming a participating member of 

Retiree Council 8. by Ken Drake 

Because elected officials have a direct effect on  your rights and your family's and 

community's well-being, it is critical that you get involved in the 2012 elections. 

This year, you will vote to elect the President of the United States. As we look at 

what is happening now across the country, that election takes on even greater sig-

nificance. Every day, in state after state, public employees and the services our 

communities depend upon are under assault; and while we continue to push back 

against those assaults, the surest recourse is the ballot box. (aft.org/election2012) 

Are you  

registered to 

vote in the 

November 6 

election? 
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RC 8’s Twentieth Anniversary  1991-2011 

During 1991 a group of retired area teachers 

formed a committee to investigate ways of keeping 

retired educators connected with the union. Sally 

Mungerson, a retired Utica teacher and Mario De-

Marco, a retired Whitesboro teacher, guided a group 

of other retirees into forming such a group. A com-

mittee comprised of Al Joseph, Paul Baker, Angie 

Gorman and Helen Fisher formed the Mohawk Val-

ley Retiree Council. 

Utica NYSUT Regional Office Manager, Vincent 

Grove, had a saying at that time, which still holds 

true today, “Those who are not involved with the 

game of politics will become a victim of the game.” 

 This prompted and motivated these retirees to 

keep retirees informed about issues that were hap-

pening locally, statewide and nationally through the 

council. The early chapters were Holland Patent, 

New Hartford, Westmoreland, Rome, Utica, and 

Whitesboro.  

A constitution was developed and elections held. 

Paul Baker was elected as the first president (1992-

1994). Since then the presidents and their terms 

were: Angeline Gorman (1994-1996), Henry Al-

brecht (1996-1998), Joseph Gee (1998-2000), Henry 

Albrecht (2000-2002), Margaret Corbett (2002-

2010), and Kenneth Drake (2010- present). 

SPECIAL NOTICE: At the request of NYSUT President Richard Iannuzzi, all Retiree Council 

Constitutions will need to be updated to change the officers’ terms of office, which are currently two years. 

Article VI Officers: Section H will state that “delegates and officers be elected to concurrent three-year 

terms beginning in 2014.”  Therefore, officers elected in the spring of 2014 will serve for three years. 

Changes to the Retiree Council 8 Constitution will be voted on at the spring luncheon on May 3, 2012, at 

Delta Lake Inn, 8524 Fish Hatchery Road, Rome,  at 11:30 a.m.  Ballots will be available at the door and 

members are not required to stay for the luncheon in order to vote. 

Local unions were encouraged to form chapters 

and send representatives to the Council Steering 

Committee. As of 2011 the following chapters or re-

tiree representation have been established through 

their local teachers’ association: Adirondack, Canas-

tota, Central Square, Clinton, Holland Patent, New 

Hartford, Oneida, Oneida BOCES, Oriskany, 

Oswego, Remsen, Rome, Sauquoit, Utica, Vernon-

Verona-Sherrill, Waterville, Westmoreland, and 

Whitesboro. 

Retiree representatives have been elected by their 

chapter and attend monthly steering committee meet-

ings held at the NYSUT office.  Also during this time 

NYSUT recognized the need for representation on the 

NYSUT Board of Directors. Loretta Donlon is the 

Election District 51 representation on the Board. She 

represents retirees from Kingston to the western part 

of the state.  

Retiree Council 8 represents approximately 4,400 

retirees and informs them of issues through a newslet-

ter that is mailed bi-monthly. Floyd Cameron is the 

manager of NYSUT Retiree Services. Carole Gehrig 

is the retiree services consultant for Retiree Councils 

7 and 8. Council 8 holds two luncheons yearly, fall 

and spring. A retiree conference is held once a year. 
By Florence Wood, Whitesboro 

Jeannine Grossman (HPRTA; RC 8 Rep) is a member of a cooperative learning Letter to the Editor (LTE) 

group in Utica who meet on a regular basis to compose, edit and publish letters to the editor. Some individuals 

come to a session with a letter or with ideas for editorials for the large group to discuss. There are some indi-

viduals who write eloquently and there are others who are good at editing. Each letter is a collaborative effort. 

The group tracks when each letter was written, when it was submitted, and when it was published. 

Go to the RC 8 web page (ny.aft.org/rc8) to learn how this group of educators formed their writing group 

and what their plans are for 2012.  

Holland Patent Retirees Write Editorials Collaboratively 

For those retirees who choose to spend their winters in the north, a special Retiree Council 8 event has been 

planned for Saturday, February 25, from 2-5 p.m.  Bring your family, bring your friends, and/or bring a team 

to compete in Trivia Saturday!  The competition is limited to 90 contestants and will be held at 

The Lakeview Restaurant 

Oneida Community Golf Club, Chapel Street, Oneida 

RSVP to Ken Drake 

 (contact information is on page one of this newsletter) 

Food can be ordered off the menu; cash bar available 

Special Winter Event 
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 Save the Date for RC 8’s Spring Luncheon 

2011-2012 Participation Fee 

 

IMPORTANT! Retirees from Adirondack, Canastota, Central Square, Clinton, Holland Patent, Oneida, Oneida/Herkimer/Madison 

BOCES, New Hartford, Oriskany, Pulaski, Sauquoit, Utica, VVS, Waterville, Westmoreland, and Whitesboro do not have to send 

$5, since the Participation Fee is contributed via retiree dues by your local.  ATTENTION ALL OTHER RETIREES NOT BE-

LONGING TO THE ABOVE-MENTIONED LOCALS; please fill out the form below. 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: __________________________________Retiree School District:__________________________________ 

 

E-mail address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND A $5 CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO “RETIREE COUNCIL 8” AND 

MAIL TO:  Wanona E. Carey, RC8 Treasurer, 8623 Turin Road, Rome, NY 13440-7523. 

Thursday, May 3, 2012 

DELTA LAKE INN 

8524 Fish Hatchery Road 

Rome, NY 

        

MENU 

Baked Ziti 

Chicken Francaise 

Eggplant Parmesan 

 To Contact Governor Cuomo or your New York State Senator or Assemblyper-

son, call toll free using the State AFL-CIO Action Line at: (877) 255-9417 

 To Contact President Obama, call the White House at: (202) 456-1414 

 To Contact Charles Schumer and your United States Senator or your member 

of the United States House of Representatives, call Toll Free at: (866) 327-

8670 

 

HELPFUL UNION PHONE & WEBSITE INFORMATION 

 American Federation of Teachers (800) 238-1133 

www.AFT.org 

 NYSUT A Union of Professionals (800) 342-9810 

www.NYSUT.org 
 

Don’t have your own computer? 

If you are looking for access to a computer, you may want to contact your public      

library. Public libraries often provide access to computers for little or no cost. 

Important 

Legislative 

Phone Numbers 

And 

Select  

Internet  

Addresses  

Hudson Valley Tour for  RC 7 and RC 8 

Including the Culinary Institute of America 

Tour of the Culinary Institute, Valkill and Kykut or Phillipsburg Manor 

June 5-6, 2012 (Tuesday-Wednesday) 

 

Fully escorted tour includes one night at the Hampton Inn, Poughkeepsie, all admissions; four meals; transpor-

tation; taxes and gratuities.  Cost: $339 double/$399 single.   

 

More information is available by contacting Dick O’Neil at Travel Choice International, 315-445-1400 or by   

e-mail at roneil@vacation.com 

http://www.AFT.org
http://www.NYSUT.org

