
The influence of money in politics was front and center during the last presiden-

tial campaign. Vast sums of money went to support candidates of both major par-

ties in an effort to gain political favors and none more so than the contributions 

made by the residents of one building in Manhattan. 740 Park Avenue is home to 

more billionaires than any other building in the United States. The Koch brothers 

live there. The money the Koch brothers spend to rig the tax code, to restrict legis-

lation designed to regulate their unethical business practices, and to acquire subsi-

dies for their enterprises epitomize all that’s wrong with our political system.  

 There is another Park Avenue across the Harlem River in Brooklyn where the 

opportunities for a good paying job and making a decent living are hard to realize. 

The contrast between the two avenues is stark.  Making it in America depends a 

great deal upon what family one is born into, the amount of luck that comes one’s 

way and how much political influence one can buy.  This is made apparent in “Park 

Avenue: Money, Power & the American Dream” found online at www.pbs.org/

independentlens/park-avenue/film.html 
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Travel Insurance Benefit 

Retiree Council 8 Steering Committee:  Adirondack—H. La Fave; Canastota— B. Woodarek; 

Clinton—G. Adams, M. Duink; Holland Patent—D. Schue, J. Grossman; New Hartford—        

D. Markson; Oneida—S. Sorrentino,  K. Brown; Oneida BOCES—J. Furgal,  C. Zammiello; 

Oriskany—S. McQueen, D. Inserra; Oswego—K. Mantaro; Remsen—J. Corn; Rome—P. Fitz-

patrick, W. Carey; Utica—P. Baker, A. Gorman; VVS—K. Drake, A. Wright; Waterville—M. 
Berardino;  Whitesboro—H. Chomin,  F. Wood; Immediate past president—Peg Corbett 

Our downstate colleagues continue to suffer the devastating effects of Hurricane 

Sandy, which destroyed a large portion of Long Island and Staten Island.  At last 

report more than 1400 members of the UFT in New York City had lost their homes. 

Donations are still being accepted as follows: 

online at nysut.org 

OR 

make your check payable to "NYSUT Disaster Relief Fund"  and mail to 

NYSUT Headquarters 

Attn: Jeff Lockwood, Accounting Department 

800 Troy-Schenectady Road 

Latham, NY 12110  

Please Give Now 

Effective October 1, 2011, Federal Insurance Company became the new provid-

er for the NO-COST $1,500 Accidental Death & Dismemberment (AD&D) benefit 

available for all NYSUT members. Chubb Travel Assist, provided by MEDEX As-

sistance Corporation, will cover the travel assistance portion of the benefit. 

Since 1977, MEDEX has been assisting travelers worldwide by utilizing multi-

lingual coordinators along with an extensive information and communication sys-

tem to provide medical and travel-related assistance.  

There is one significant change to the Travel Assist portion of the benefit; medi-

cal evacuation will no longer be a covered benefit. However, the provider will assist 

members in making the arrangements necessary for an evacuation. (Be sure to take 

your NYSUT membership number with you when you travel). To fill this coverage 

gap, the NYSUT Member Benefits Trust is currently working with a consultant to 

research a possible endorsement of Travel Insurance that members can purchase at 

their own expense to fill the gap.  

Please note that this new plan offers an additional $1,500 of coverage ($3,000 

total) payable only in the event of accidental death or dismemberment as a result of 

a common carrier accident (train, plane, bus, taxi). 
 

Source:  http://www.nysut.org/members_13836.htm 

mac@nysut.org 

http://www.nysut.org/members_13664.htm
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Educate NY Now 

Ken Drake, Carole Gehrig and Pat Albaugh 

(Oneida Retired Teachers Association) marched in 

Albany on December 5 for equitable school funding 

and accompanied more than 700 New Yorkers, young 

and old, who traveled from all corners of the state to 

rally for more state aid to education. 

 

Stories from the Rally    

The Educate NY Now rally included personal, 

passionate stories told by people who are currently 

experiencing the inequality of educational funding in 

our state.  Ryan Carson, a Unatego High School stu-

dent, told us that he is tired of lying awake at night 

worrying that the few AP courses and one language 

course they have left will be cut, hurting his chance to 

get into a good college. A grandmother from Buffalo 

said she goes to Albany every year to fight for in-

creased aid to restore program cuts such as music and 

Despite the storyline of today's libertarian fabulists, even those stern, 19th century titans of American in-

dustry, Astor, Carnegie, Duke, Gould, Mellon, Morgan, Rockefeller, Vanderbilt, et al., were hardly paragons 

of go-it-alone individualism. Far from hating government, these self-proclaimed "free enterprisers" were ex-

tremely enterprising at freeing up government power and resources to help them amalgamate their private em-

pires and personal fortunes. They brazenly bought public officials, laws, regulations, and court rulings to get 

subsidies, land, permits, rights-of-way, contracts, monopolies, police actions, and other major government 

benefits.  Source:  Hightowerlowdown. org, October 2012.  

art at her grandchildren's school. A young man cur-

rently student teaching in Binghamton gave a heart-

felt Dr. ML King-like speech calling for equal educa-

tion funding for students "from Plattsburgh to Bing-

hamton, from Buffalo to Long Island." We have been 

relatively lucky in our district; we have had cuts but 

still have our basic programs and are not anywhere 

near the unequal status of many of these dis-

tricts...which simply underscores the situation.  Our 

children are ALL residents of our great state and as 

such are ALL entitled to the same educational oppor-

tunities, no matter where they happen to live or go to 

school. 

For more information on this important issue, 

please visit the NYSUT blog at 

http://blogs.nysut.org/blog/2012/12/05/get-on-the-

educatenynow-bus/ 
Written by Pat Albaugh, Oneida Retired Teachers Assoc. 

The Three Big Myths 

In a recent interview with New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, the author of this article asked, 

“What do people get for their campaign donations?”  The Mayor’s response:  “A lot of people support both 

sides. ...there are two brothers—one's a very big giver to the Democratic Party, one's a very big giver to the 

Republican Party.  This is not an accident.  This is deliberate, and they have a business that has a phenomenal 

protection…. They get an enormous protection from the federal government for their company, their indus-

try…. 

In Washington, they do take money—I know it's open, though it's hard to identify—they take money from 

the same people they regulate.  Now, in New York City, one would never get away with that…. 

And when the guy says “Yes, I took money, but it didn't influence my vote?  Oh, come on; the company 

that's giving you the money thinks it is going to influence the vote. Why else would they give you the money?”  
Source:  theatlantic.com, excerpt from THE BLOOMBERG WAY, James Bennet, November 2012 

Campaign Donations 

More Books Than You Know What to do With? 

If you find yourself with too many books you know you’ll never read again and don’t know what to do with, 

consider sending them to either of the following organizations who will let you know how to get them to our 

men and women in uniform: 

operationgratitude.com 

booksforsoldiers.com 

Both web sites have instructions on how to mail your packages. 

If you need to change your address, please contact Carole Gehrig, NYSUT Retiree Services Consultant at 

 

315-431-4040 

  cgehrig@nysutmail.org 

http://blogs.nysut.org/blog/2012/12/05/get-on-the-educatenynow-bus/
http://blogs.nysut.org/blog/2012/12/05/get-on-the-educatenynow-bus/
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RC 8 Spring Luncheon 

2013-2014 Participation Fee 

 

IMPORTANT! Retirees from Adirondack, Canastota, Central Square, Clinton, Holland Patent, Oneida, Oneida/Herkimer/Madison 

BOCES, New Hartford, Oriskany, Pulaski, Remsen, Sauquoit, Utica, VVS, Waterville, Westmoreland, and Whitesboro do not have 

to send $5, since the Participation Fee is contributed via retiree dues by your local.  ATTENTION ALL OTHER RETIREES 

NOT BELONGING TO THE ABOVE-MENTIONED LOCALS; please fill out the form below. 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: __________________________________Retiree School District:__________________________________ 

 

E-mail address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND A $5 CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO “RETIREE COUNCIL 8” AND 

MAIL TO:  Wanona E. Carey, RC8 Treasurer, 8623 Turin Road, Rome, NY 13440-7523. 

Dibble’s Inn, Route 5, Vernon, NY 

Thursday, May 2, 2013    
  

Special Vote:  Members present at the luncheon will vote to amend the RC 8 Constitution to reflect the 

change in the term of office from two years to three years for the officers to coincide with the NYSUT Consti-

tution.  The change will read as follows: 

  

Article VI Officers: Section H.  Terms of Office 

Duly elected officers will serve a three-year term beginning July 1. 

NYSUT is coordinating a program to communicate with retirees faster and more 

efficiently by e-mail.  A Listserv has been established for retiree council presi-

dents to use to communicate directly with members.  NYSUT will collect, main-

tain and safeguard all of the retiree contact information it receives.  

  

Sign up at www.nysut.org/retiree 

 

Still Time  

to  

Sign up 

FIRST ANNUAL MIKE CORN AWARD 
 

The NYSUT Utica Regional Office is pleased to announce a new award honoring Mike Corn, a dedicated 

teacher and long-time union advocate. Any RC 8 retiree who has demonstrated involvement in union and po-

litical activities and community service is eligible to receive the award.   

 

The complete application, due by April 1, 2013, can be obtained as follows: 

 

online at www.retireecouncil8.org 

(in the “About Us” Section) 

 

Call or write to 

NYSUT Utica Regional Office 

7 Ellinwood Court 

New Hartford, NY 13413 

315-768-0131 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Howard La Fave at 315-942-2487 or at janhowl@frontiernet.net 

http://www.nysut.org/retiree


Stay Informed:  Visit our web site at 

retireecouncil8.org 


