
Confessions of a Bad Teacher by John Owens is an easy read with a combination of 

humorous and serious anecdotes about his one-year stint at Latinate, a middle school in 

New York City.  Owens gave up a career in journalism to become a teacher.  He lasted 

a year.  What he found at Latinate was a principal who had many established rules for 

teachers but no stern discipline plan for disruptive students.  Owens admits that he    

alienated the principal early in the school year, got on her bad side as he put it, so the 

poor evaluations he received during the year weren’t unexpected. He cared about his 

students but found teaching them a challenge. The behaviors of the students he         

described were the most distressing accounts in his book.  He was expected to use co-

operative learning strategies every day despite the fact his class consisted of students 

who couldn’t speak English, who had no self-discipline and who felt no desire to 

learn.  His performance as a teacher was subject to how well his students performed on 

state exams, which meant he couldn’t be anything but a bad teacher no matter how 

much effort he put into his work.   
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Retiree Council 8 Steering Committee:  Adirondack—Y. Emery, H. La Fave; Canastota— 

B. Woodarek; Clinton—M. Duink, C. Wheat; Holland Patent—D. Schue, J. Grossman; New Hartford—

D. Markson; Oneida—S. Sorrentino,  K. Brown; Oneida BOCES—J. Furgal,  C. Zammiello; Oriskany—

S. McQueen, D. Inserra; Oswego—K. Mantaro; Remsen—J. Corn; Rome—P. Fitzpatrick, W. Carey; 

Stockbridge—L. Dunn, J. Hedglon; Utica—P. Baker; VVS—K. Drake, A. Wright; Waterville—M. 
Berardino, N. LaBrecque;  Whitesboro—H. Chomin,  F. Wood; Immediate past president—Peg Corbett 

The following web sites offer information of particular interest to retirees: 

The Medicare Rights Center is a national, nonprofit consumer service organiza-

tion that works to ensure access to affordable health care for older adults and people 

with disabilities through counseling and advocacy, educational programs, and public 

policy initiatives.  medicarerights.org   

Medicare Interactive is a dynamic, independent online resource of free infor-

mation that helps older adults and people with disabilities navigate the complex world 

of health insurance.  medicarerights.org   

The National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare is one of 

the most effective and trustworthy sources for Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid 

advocacy.  Since 1982 they have been working for generations of older Americans 

who want our nation’s health and income security programs secured for the future. 

ncpssm.org 

The Alliance for Retired Americans is a nationwide organization with three     

million members working to make their voices heard in the laws, policies, politics, and 

institutions that shape the lives of retirees. The primary objective is to enroll and     

mobilize retired union members and other seniors and community activists into a     

nationwide grassroots movement advocating a progressive political and social agenda 

that respects work and strengthens families.  nysara.org 

Stay Informed 

mac@nyst.org 

retireecouncil8.org 

Florence Wood, RC 8 Delegate, attended the Retiree Contiguous E.D. 51-52  (At-

Large) Meeting in Albany on October 23-24.  The primary business of the meeting was 

to review, discuss and adopt the resolutions presented by the various retiree councils to 

NYSUT for consideration.  The RC 8 Steering Committee voted to support all of the 

resolutions at the December meeting.  The resolutions are available for review on the 

RC 8 Steering Committee page on the RC 8 web site at retireecouncil8.org. 

Florence Wood Attends NYSUT Retiree Meeting   

Many physicians today are recommending shingles shots for their patients 60 and   

older.  Before you get your shot, which could cost upwards of $200 (no, that’s not a 

typo), it might be a good idea to see what it will cost and if your insurance company 

will pay for it. 
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A Change in Hospital Policy 

Thanks to the tireless efforts of retirees all across 

New York State a new state health care law now requires 

hospitals to provide patients notice within 24 hours of 

being admitted whether they are on observation or in-

patient status and what the implications are. 

Services an observation patient may need at a skilled 

nursing facility after a hospital stay are not covered by 

Medicare.  Observation status also means Medicare      

patients in the hospital pay more for services such as        

x-ray and lab tests.  In addition, Medicare regulations 

state that patients in observation status do not qualify for 

the three-day requirement needed for Medicare to cover a 

    The evaluations are in and the conference was an overwhelming success.       

Kathleen Donahue, NYSUT Vice-President, and Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli 

thanked those in attendance for the job they did in the classroom and for advocating 

for those who are still educating today’s students. Both spoke of what is happening 

in Albany. Mr. DiNapoli reported on the value of defined benefits and how well our 

pension system is managed. 

    Members rated all but one of the presenters between 4.5–4.9. Some of the com-

ments: “I never knew Member Benefits offered so much for retirees!” “Chair Yoga 

was just what I needed.” “I am going home and changing my passwords;   never 

gave it much thought until today.” “What an entertaining and informational after-

lunch speaker—would have loved to have him for my teacher!” “WOW—I could’ve 

listened to the information on bats for another session.” 

The variety of sessions, the location and the wonderful people that provided their knowledge and skills at no cost 

are what makes the conference a success. If you missed this conference, maybe we will see you at the next one.     

skilled nursing facility stay. 

Needless to say, more needs to be done at the federal 

level, and all retirees are encouraged to contact their  

Congressional representatives to urge them to pass the 

Improving Access to Medicare Coverage Act, which is 

being sponsored by Senator Chuck Schumer, D-NY.  

More information on this topic can be obtained in the 

November 2013 issue of NYSUT United on page 30, at 

retirecouncil8.org under health issues, or visit Senator 

Schumer’s web site at  http://www.schumer.senate.gov/

record.cfm?id=344252& 

 

2013 NYSUT Retiree Conference a Success 

A recent Gallup poll shows that 30 percent of Americans delay treatment due to high medical costs. Those who 

have no insurance are more than twice as likely to delay treatment as those with Medicare, Medicaid or private in-

surance. Further, those least likely to have insurance—younger Americans aged 19 to 29 and those with lower in-

comes—are considerably more likely to put off treatment than older, wealthier Americans. 

As the Affordable Care Act rolls out, most Americans will be required to purchase insurance in 2014 or pay a fine 

in the form of a tax. According to additional polling data, most uninsured Americans say they will get insurance, 

which should reduce the amount of people delaying treatment. Source:  Medicare Rights e-mail 12/12/13 

Gallup Poll 

Troubling Trade Deal on the Horizon 

Have you heard of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) Free Trade Agreement? If not, you’re not alone--the Amer-

ican people, by design, know very little about what U.S. negotiators are promising in closed-door talks with Australia, 

Brunei, Canada, Chile, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam and other countries. Six hundred 

corporate advisors have access to the text, but the public does not. “What has come to light is that in addition to cor-

porate-favored terms that would send American jobs offshore and decrease environmental and health safeguards, the 

TPP could undermine the ability of states or the federal government to moderate escalating prescription drug, biologic 

drug and medical device costs in public programs,” said Ruben Burks, Secretary-Treasurer of the Alliance for Retired 

Americans. “That includes limiting the government’s ability to negotiate lower prices for prescription drugs through 

Medicaid and the Veterans Administration.” 

The Alliance is joining with labor, public interest groups and others in urging Congress and the President to make 

the process of these negotiations transparent, allow public input, and ensure that the TPP agreement and future trade 

agreements do not limit the tools of states or the federal government to manage pharmaceutical and medical device 

costs in public programs or bind the U.S. to a 12-year exclusivity period for brand-name biologic drugs. More in-

formation is available at citizen.org/TPP. 10/25/13  

Kathleen Donohue with Thomas 

DiNapoli  

http://www.citizen.org/TPP.%2010/25/13
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Anti-Fraud Hotline, Enhanced Website  

2013-2014 Participation Fee 

IMPORTANT:  Retirees from Adirondack, Canastota, Central Square, Clinton, Holland Patent, Oneida, Oneida/Herkimer/
Madison BOCES, New Hartford, Oriskany, Pulaski, Remsen, Sauquoit, Utica, VVS, Waterville, Westmoreland, and Whitesboro 

do not have to send $5, since the Participation Fee is contributed via retiree dues by your chapter.  Rome retirees may add the 

participation fee to their RTA  local dues. ATTENTION ALL OTHER RETIREES NOT BELONGING TO THE ABOVE-

MENTIONED LOCALS, please fill out the form below. 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: __________________________________Retiree School District:__________________________________ 

 

E-mail address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND A $5 CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO “RETIREE COUNCIL 8” AND MAIL 

TO:  Wanona E. Carey, RC8 Treasurer, 8623 Turin Road, Rome, NY 13440-7523. 

If you or someone you know suspects you’ve been the victim of a scam or fraud aimed at seniors, you can now 

call a new toll-free hotline that the U.S. Senate Special Committee on Aging has set up. Unveiled in November 2013, 

it will be staffed by a team of investigators who have experience with investment scams; identity theft; Medicare and 

Social Security fraud; and other senior exploitation issues. Anyone with information about suspected fraud can call 

the fraud hotline at 1-855-303-9470, or contact the committee through its website at www.aging.senate.gov and click 

on the “Fraud Hotline” on the right side of the screen.  

The hotline’s unveiling coincides with the committee’s launch of an enhanced website featuring large print,     

simple navigation and an uncluttered layout that enables seniors to find information more easily.  

Source:  ARA Friday Alert, Nov. 15, 2013. 

 

Corporate tax contributions have shrunk in the past several decades and personal 

taxes have risen to fill the gap according to data compiled by the Huffington Post.    

“Payroll taxes now make up 35 percent of all federal government tax receipts, 

up from 11 percent in 1950. Corporate income taxes, meanwhile, now make up less 

than 10 percent of federal revenue, down from about 26 percent in 1950.” 

SPRING  

LUNCHEON 

May 8, 2014 

Dibbles Inn 

Details will follow 

SECOND ANNUAL MIKE CORN AWARD 
 

The NYSUT Utica Regional Office is seeking nominations for its annual Mike Corn Award.  Corn was a dedicated 

teacher and long-time union advocate. Any RC 8 retiree who has demonstrated involvement in union and political ac-

tivities and community service is eligible to receive the award.   

 

The application, due by April 1, 2014, can be obtained as follows: 

 

online at www.retireecouncil8.org 

(in the “About Us” Section) 

 

Call or write to 

NYSUT Utica Regional Office 

7 Ellinwood Court 

New Hartford, NY 13413 

315-768-0131 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Howard La Fave at 315-942-2487 or at janhowl@frontiernet.net 

http://afl.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=EioSwUsMKDDCEmt/BlgToOVWEpY18aXI
http://afl.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=EioSwUsMKDDCEmt/BlgToOVWEpY18aXI



