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 “The comfort of the rich depends upon the abundance of the poor.” (Voltaire)  

I encourage you to read more than once Dick Iannuzzi’s article “Listening for 

fairness, equity” in the January 2013 issue of NYSUT United. He speaks to      

societal discrepancies between the rich and poor that I addressed in my article 

about Park Avenue in the November/December RC 8 newsletter. As I have stated 

on more than one occasion, I believe income inequity is one of the most serious 

problems in America. The consequences of school-age children growing up in 

poverty are severe. The following statistics add credence to my contention: 

Nearly 15 million children in the United States, 21 percent of all children, 

live in families with incomes below the federal poverty level of $23,021 a year 

for a family of four. Research shows that, on average, families need an income of 

about twice that level to cover basic expenses. Using this standard, 44 percent of 

children live in low-income families.  

Most of these children have parents who work, but low wages and unstable 

employment leave their families struggling to make ends meet. Poverty can     

impede children’s ability to learn and contribute to social, emotional, and behav-

ioral problems. Poverty also can contribute to poor health and mental health. 

Risks are greatest for children who experience poverty when they are young and/

or experience deep and persistent poverty.  

Research is clear that poverty is the single greatest threat to children’s well- 

being; but effective public policies, to make work pay for low-income parents 

and to provide high-quality early care and learning experiences for their children, 

can make a difference. Investments in the most vulnerable children are also    

critical.  Source: National Center for Children in Poverty , nccp.org, February 2013. 

More than half of all children in extreme poverty lived in eight states in 2011. 

 Number Poor  Percent Poor 

 California       868,106          9.5 

 Texas        762,622        11.1 

 New York       433,319        10.3 

 Florida       425,393        10.8 

 Ohio        306,512        11.6 

 Illinois       299,673         9.8 

 Georgia       285,013        11.6 

 Michigan       264,452        11.7 
Source:  http://www.childrensdefense.org/child-research-data-publications/data/2011-child-poverty-in-
the.pdf 

Changes to Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid are probable but    

shouldn't occur until Congress reforms the way it spends the people's            

money.  The January 2nd fiscal cliff deal is a case in point.  Special interest 

groups such as NASCAR racetrack owners, Hollywood producers, makers of 

electric scooters and asparagus growers received $67.9 billion in federal 

handouts as part of the deal.  Senator John McCain, R-AZ, said, "It's so           

incredibly disappointing that members of Congress saw fit to add hundreds of 

millions of dollars in special-interest handouts to the recently passed 'fiscal cliff' 

bill, which had the simple purpose of avoiding massive tax rate increases on   

average Americans."  If members of Congress were sincere about cutting federal 

spending, they would eliminate wasteful and unnecessary spending before    

making changes to essential social safety net programs. 

http://www.nccp.org/publications/pub_912.html
http://www.nccp.org/publications/pub_825.html
http://www.nccp.org/publications/pub_1049.html
http://www.nccp.org/topics/lowwagework.html
http://www.nccp.org/topics/earlycareandlearning.html
http://www.nccp.org/topics/healthydevelopment.html
http://www.nccp.org/topics/mentalhealth.html
http://www.nccp.org/topics/infantsandtoddlers.html
http://www.nccp.org/projects/mwsw.html
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Medicare 2013 

It is a new year and some of the costs of Original Medicare are different. The costs listed below reflect what 

you will pay for Original Medicare in 2013. 

 For Part A, each month you will pay:  

  Nothing if you or your spouse worked and paid Medicare taxes for 10 years or more 

 $243 if you or your spouse worked and paid Medicare taxes for 7.5 to 10 years 

 $441 if you or your spouse worked and paid Medicare taxes for fewer than 7.5 years 

 

 For Part A your coinsurance will be:  

  $0 for days 0-60 each benefit period. A benefit period begins the day you start getting inpatient care. It 

ends when you’ve been out of the hospital or skilled nursing facility for 60 days in a row 

 $296 each day for days 61-90 each benefit period 

 $592 per day for days 91-150 (a total of 60 lifetime reserve days, which are non-renewable) 

 

 For Part A your deductible will be:  $1,184 each benefit period 

 

 For Part A your skilled nursing facility (SNF) stay coinsurance will be:  

 $0 for days 0-20 each benefit period 

 $148 per day for days 21-100 each benefit period 

 

For Part B your deductible will be:  $147 each year 

  

For Part B, each month you will pay:  

  $104.90 if your income is at or below $85,000 ($170,000 for couples).  

 People with higher incomes will pay more for Part B each month. 

 

Learn more about Medicare costs in 2013 at... 

www.medicareinteractive.org/page2.php?counselor&page=script&slide_id=1728 

Tell It Like It Is 

NYSUT’s initiative “Tell It Like It Is” is not only for active teachers. Retired teachers are encouraged and 

expected to give input to Commissioner King and the Board of Regents as well. 

As an example, Carole Gehrig wrote, "As a grandparent of four, I am upset with what I see happening to 

their school experience. They used to be excited to go to school each day, but since all the testing I no longer 

see the enthusiasm for attending school that they once had. They state that all school is about is a test score— 

not what they are as individuals. As one grandchild said to me, "The test doesn't tell that I can work with    

people or that I contribute to my community, or that I can think outside the box—it only gives a score that one 

day. That doesn't tell who I am as a learner or an individual." What are we doing to our children? Ways to fix: 

"Stop the obsession of testing! Listen to those in the classroom and educational researchers like Diane        

Ravitch!  Look at the whole child not just a test score." 

The Oswego County Teachers Association will be holding a Luncheon/Workshop for retired teachers in 

Oswego County on April 22, 2013, at 11 a.m. at Vona’s, West Utica and 10th Streets in Oswego.  

The purpose of this workshop is to discuss the importance of joining the RC 8 (NYSUT Retiree Council) 

and establishing the Oswego County Retiree Unit of RC 8.  Also, other topics include Organizing A Retiree 

Chapter within your Local, and Political Action and the Retiree.  We need to be informed and proactive in  

order to protect our pensions, Medicare, and social security. 

Speakers will be Patricia Kush, OCTA; William Spreter, NYSUT; Kenneth Drake, Retiree Council 8  

President; Carole Gehrig, NYSUT Retiree Consultant; and Douglas Matousek, CNY Alliance for Retired 

Americans. 

Reservations are due by April 12, and a check for $20 should be made payable to Oswego County  

Teachers Association and sent to the following address: Pat Kush, 687 West 4th Street, Fulton, NY 13069.  

Be sure to include your name, address, phone number, e-mail address, and district you retired from. 

Attention, Oswego County Retired Teachers 

http://e.medicarerights-email.org/l.jsp?d=7010.613092.1282.6V-kPca4CKEOp0Hx2cuYUZQ..A
http://e.medicarerights-email.org/l.jsp?d=7010.613093.1282.6V-kPca4CKEOp0Hx2cuYUZQ..A
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Spring Luncheon, Thursday, May 2, 2013 

2013-2014 Participation Fee 

 

IMPORTANT! Retirees from Adirondack, Canastota, Central Square, Clinton, Holland Patent, Oneida, Oneida/Herkimer/Madison 

BOCES, New Hartford, Oriskany, Pulaski, Remsen, Sauquoit, Utica, VVS, Waterville, Westmoreland, and Whitesboro do not have 

to send $5, since the Participation Fee is contributed via retiree dues by your local.  ATTENTION ALL OTHER RETIREES 

NOT BELONGING TO THE ABOVE-MENTIONED LOCALS; please fill out the form below. 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: __________________________________Retiree School District:__________________________________ 

 

E-mail address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND A $5 CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO “RETIREE COUNCIL 8” AND 

MAIL TO:  Wanona E. Carey, RC8 Treasurer, 8623 Turin Road, Rome, NY 13440-7523. 

Dibble’s Inn 

5311 East Seneca Street  

Vernon, NY 

 

COST:  $18.50/each Members and Guests 

 

MENU 

 

Bacon Wrapped Pork Tenderloin 

Roasted Chicken 

Eggplant Parmesan 

Rigatoni with Vodka sauce 

Roasted Potato, Fresh Vegetable 

Garden Salad, Pasta Salad 

Rolls 

Assorted Homemade Dessert 

Coffee, Soda, Tea 

RESERVATION FORM 

Please send this form and your check for $18.50, made payable to Retiree Council 8, to the following      

address:  Florence Wood, PO Box 127, Whitesboro, NY 13492-9127.  Your check must be received by 

Thursday, April 25, 2013.   

 

Name__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

District Retired From_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail_________________________________________________Phone___________________________ 

AGENDA 

11:00 a.m. Registration 

 

11:30   Introductions—Kenneth Drake 

  Retiree Council 8 President 

  Constitution Amendment Vote 

   

12:00  Lunch 

 

  1:00 p.m. Speaker: Lanika Mabrey, Community 

  Health Care Advocate, Public Policy  

  & Education Fund and Citizen Action 

   New York 

 

  Topic: Affordable Care Act:  What  

  Does It Mean to You? 

 

  1:30  Closing 

Mike 

Corn 

Award 

Time is running out. Completed applications for the first annual award honoring Mike 

Corn are due April 1, 2013.  The application can be obtained on the web at 

www.retireecouncil8.org in the “About Us” section or by calling NYSUT at           

315-768-0131 or writing them at 7 Ellinwood Court, New Hartford, NY 13413. 



.If you are unable to attend the luncheon but would like to hear 

the presentation about the Affordable Care Act, please join us at 

12:45 p.m..  There is no charge and extra seating will be availa-

ble.  


