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One hundred ten retirees and guests enjoyed a delicious buffet at the annual fall lunch-

eon on Thursday, October 17, at Lake Delta Inn in Rome. Sue Klug from NYSUT 

headquarters presented a comprehensive review of Medicare and explained how it    

relates to the Affordable Care Act.  A total of $525 was collected at the event for the 

NYSUT Disaster Relief Fund. Thank you, retirees, for your continued generosity. 

The National Debt 
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Matt Taibbi’s article in the Septem-

ber 26 edition of Rolling Stone Magazine 

entitled, “Looting the Pension Funds” 

exposes how Wall Street is stealing 

money meant for public workers to pay 

for projects and enrich hedge fund man-

agers.    

Politicians in some states and power-

ful out-of-state financiers blame     

teachers, firefighters and police, not 

bankers, for the mounting fiscal prob-

lems of America’s states and cities     

according to Taibbi.  This tale of fiction 

is called the “unfunded liability” crisis.  

He accuses the very people who actually 

caused the  fiscal crisis of fabricating the 

notion that public employees are to blame 

for the nation’s ills.   

Fortunately for us teachers, the pension 

funds in New York State are secure. How-

ever, a threat does exist in the form of the 

call by some for a constitutional convention 

coming up for a vote in 2017. For years, 

politicians have set their sights on the well-

funded pension plan in our state, but they 

can’t get at them. A rewrite of the provi-

sions in the constitution that protects our 

pensions would change all that. 

Be skeptical when a politician talks about cutting spending.  The cuts they propose 

don’t apply to them or to the special interest groups who support them. The anti-

government movement wants to undo the New Deal and Great Society programs that 

provide a vital safety net for so many.   

The federal government has its problems and reform is needed in many agencies, 

but we mustn’t let extremists prevail in their quest to undo worthwhile public sector 

programs. Democrats generally, and Progressives definitely, don’t want to make any 

cuts to these mandatory programs.  Republicans generally, and Tea Party Conservatives 

specifically, want to make significant modifications to these programs. Republicans 

refuse to discuss any new taxes to pay down the debt and Democrats seem unlikely to 

agree to any new spending cuts without tax considerations.  So expect more disagree-

ment than compromise in the next few months as the debate intensifies. 

Politicians Unaffected by Cuts 

According to data provided by The Concord Coalition, the federal government   

borrowed $1 trillion, 89 billion to pay its bills in 2012.  The government has to borrow 

to pay its bills for many reasons, and the cost of funding social programs isn’t the pri-

mary reason.  The economy is in a deep recession characterized by lost wages and lost 

taxes. The buying power of the once great middle class has declined because so many 

high paying manufacturing jobs have moved offshore. The cost of twelve years of war 

is staggering. Additional costs such as caring for wounded veterans and benefits to their 

families, providing for Homeland Security, and paying military contractors continue to 

grow. The treasury has to make good on the non-marketable IOU’s it owes itself after 

the politicians spent the accumulated funds in the Social Security Trust Fund to fuel the 

war machine. It also has to make up for lost revenue resulting from changes in the tax 

codes.  Bottom line:  It is no wonder why the debt continues its upward spiral. 
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The Oriskany Retiree Organization has been encouraging its members to attend 

one RC 8 meeting a year for the last few years.  The challenge was the inspiration of 

the late Norma Harter, ORO member and RC 8 representative. Every month one of 

the ORO members attends along with the two appointed representatives, and they 

have all found it interesting to become more aware of the issues that are challenging 

educators today. They have enjoyed it so much that many have been repeat attendees.   

Learn more about the challenge on the RC 8 website under "Retiree Chapter Infor-

mation."  

 

Submitted by Diana Inserra, ORO Retiree Council 8 Representative 

The Affordability of the Affordable Health Care Act  

It is too early to tell whether The Affordable Care Act 

will prove affordable. Because the law mandates the pur-

chase of insurance from private insurers, costs will likely 

remain high. Citizens with no insurance are required to pur-

chase inadequate and expensive insurance from a select 

group of private insurance providers in the state exchanges.  

Health insurance policies are more costly because of the 

restrictive commerce clause prohibiting insurers from offer-

ing policies across state lines.   

On August 19, 2013, US News & World Report published an article on the myths and facts of how the Affordable 

Care Act (ACA) affects Medicare beneficiaries. According to the article, older adults are often confused about how 

Medicare works and ACA changes are compounding some of that confusion. 

The article summarizes five myths about the ACA and Medicare and provides the facts on how the ACA impacts 

Medicare beneficiaries, both now and going forward.  Test your knowledge with the following questions: 

Medicare is ending. 
False. The ACA is not replacing Medicare, and Medicare has grown stronger as a result of the ACA. In fact, the ACA 

adds eight years to the solvency of Medicare’s Part A Trust Fund, increasing the years of the program’s guaranteed 

benefits to 2026, 10 years longer than before the ACA. 

 

Seniors on Medicare must buy more health insurance to comply with the ACA. 

False. Seniors and people with disabilities will not be required to purchase more health insurance coverage to comply 

with the ACA. Further, Medicare beneficiaries will not need to purchase health insurance in the new marketplaces. 

 

Medicare beneficiaries will pay more for their medications under the ACA. 

False. While the Part D premium will increase slightly for Medicare beneficiaries with higher incomes (individuals 

with annual incomes over $85,000 or couples with annual incomes over $170,000), the majority of Medicare benefi-

ciaries have already started paying less for their prescriptions. Over time, the ACA closes the prescription drug cover-

age gap, or doughnut hole, and according to a recent Centers for Medicare & Medicare Services (CMS) press release, 

more than 6 million seniors had saved over $7 billion on prescription drugs at the end of June 2013. 

 

Medicare beneficiaries won’t be able to see their current doctors. 
False. Nothing in the ACA expressly changes the doctors that Medicare beneficiaries can see. 

 

Medicare premiums are rising. 

False. The ACA has not contributed to the rise in Medicare premiums. In fact, Medicare costs are rising more slowly 

as a result of provisions in the ACA. Also, according to the most recent Medicare Trustees’ Report, the Medicare Part 

B premium will remain relatively unchanged between 2013 and 2014, and Medicare Advantage plan premiums as 

well as Part D premiums are also stable year-to-year generally. 

 

 

 
Source:  Medicare Watch, September 19, 2013, Medicare Rights Center. 

True or False? 

Furthermore, the new law does nothing to reduce 

the costs that hospitals incur when dealing with multi-

ple providers, costs that are recovered by charging   

patients more for the services they receive. Another 

important feature of the law requires states to expand 

Medicaid, but many states don’t have to do so as a   

result of the Supreme Court ruling. The result is      

millions of poor people are left uninsured, one of the 

primary goals of the law. 
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Officer Nomination Form 

2013-2014 Participation Fee 

IMPORTANT:  Retirees from Adirondack, Canastota, Central Square, Clinton, Holland Patent, Oneida, Oneida/Herkimer/
Madison BOCES, New Hartford, Oriskany, Pulaski, Remsen, Sauquoit, Utica, VVS, Waterville, Westmoreland, and Whitesboro 

do not have to send $5, since the Participation Fee is contributed via retiree dues by your chapter.  Rome retirees may add the 

participation fee to their RTA  local dues.   ATTENTION ALL OTHER RETIREES NOT BELONGING TO THE ABOVE

-MENTIONED LOCALS, please fill out the form below. 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: __________________________________Retiree School District:__________________________________ 

 

E-mail address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND A $5 CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO “RETIREE COUNCIL 8” AND MAIL 

TO:  Wanona E. Carey, RC 8 Treasurer, 8623 Turin Road, Rome, NY 13440-7523. 

The form below should be used to nominate a Retiree Council 8 retiree for any of the following positions for a 3-year 

term. A separate sheet must be used for each nomination. A 100-word statement of the nominee’s qualifications for 

the position sought should be included with the nomination. 

 

Additional nominations of the same person for the same position will not be recognized by the Election  

Committee. 

 

NOMINATION FORM FOR RC 8 2013-2016 TERM 

PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, TREASURER 

2 Delegates as Representative Assembly Delegates 

1 Representative as Assembly Alternate Delegate 

 

Name of person being nominated___________________________________________________________________ 

Nominee’s address______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Nominee’s telephone number_____________________________________________________________________ 

Nominated for office of__________________________________________________________________________ 

Local that nominee retired from___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Nominee’s signature____________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature and local of person nominating____________________________________________________________ 

 

ALL NOMINATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 2014 

 

 

MAIL NOMINATION FORM AND 100-WORD STATEMENT TO: 

Utica Regional Office 

Attention: RC 8 Nominating Committee 

7 Ellinwood Court 

New Hartford, New York 13413 

Address 

Changes 

Please contact Carole Gehrig, NYSUT Retiree Services Consultant, at  

315-431-4040 or cgehrig@nysutmail.org with the following information: 

Name 

Old Address, New Address  

District you retired from 




