
I attended the 2014 NYSUT Endorsement Conference on August 11 and 12.  Agenda 

items included election discussions regarding statewide candidates, a rally on the steps of 

the State Education Department to protest the state’s contract with Pearson (an education 

publishing and assessment service to schools and corporations), a choice of five work-

shops and regional meetings of local presidents.  

 I attended the workshop titled “Understanding the Right Wing Attacks on Public  

Education.” The group ALEC was the main focus of the workshop. ALEC is an acronym 

for the American Legislative Exchange Council, the voice of corporate interests in state 

politics. The council’s initiatives to promote privatization and to eliminate tenure pro-

tection are of particular concern. One participant noted correctly that certain policy     

initiatives of the Left are as problematic. For more about ALEC, go to www.alec.org. 

 In regards to the upcoming election, I encourage you to stay informed and cast your 

vote in November for candidates who support public education. Each candidate can be 

evaluated in terms of his/her position on high stakes testing, the botched rollout of   

Common Core, privatization, charter schools, union busting and full funding of public 

education.  

 More details about the conference and endorsements can be found online at  

nysut.org. 
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The RC 8 Steering Committee voted to allocate an additional $1,500 to support edu-

cational initiatives in our region at its meeting on June 10.  The Committee approved a 

$75 donation to each of its eighteen affiliated chapters, the Rome TA and the Oswego 

County Retired TA to be used at their discretion. The Steering Committee was able to 

approve this give back because the NYSUT Representative Assembly is being held in 

upstate cities for the next two years, and it will cost less to send three RC 8 delegates to 

it.   

 Each group was asked to report back to me as to how the funds were used.  To date, I 

have received feedback from the following groups: 

 The Retired Stockbridge Valley TA donated the money to the Dolly Parton’s Imagina-

tion Library.  RSCVTA members approved a matching donation. 

 The Canastota Retired Group (CREW) donated the money to the Canastota Library to 

support the Imagination Library. 

 The Oswego County TA will use the money for the County’s Stuff A Bus program to 

assist students in need of supplies for the upcoming school year. 

 The Westmoreland TA decided to deposit the money into the WTA Scholarship       

Program.  

 More about how the money will be used by the other groups in future issues of the 

RC 8 Newsletter. 
Submitted by Ken Drake, RC 8 President/VVS 

RC 8 Steering Committee Supports  

Regional Educational Programs  

Protect public education, access to 

healthcare, labor rights and fairness for 

working families. 

Give to Vote-Cope. 

http://www.alec.org
http://www.nysut.org
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A Caregiver’s Story 

As the primary caregiver for my 92-year-old mom, I 

have a few things to add to the great discussion and   

program presented by Jill Thomas at the VVS-Oneida-

Canastota winter luncheon. Through the years I have 

been keeping a notebook with information from every 

appointment: doctor, dentist, eye doctor, etc. I have 

since organized it into a folder by categories, and if 

something occurs again, I simply add the date.  This 

folder has her picture on the front, along with her SS 

number, Medicare number and her address and phone 

number. It also contains her health care proxy, a list of 

all doctors with addresses and phone numbers, a list of 

medications, including strengths and dosages, and a list 

of other family members and phone numbers. This stays 

in a Ziploc bag in her purse which goes everywhere with 

her.  I handed it to the on call ER doctor a few years ago 

and he said everyone should have one like it, and he was 

going to do it for his parents! We think we can re-

member everything about the person's medical history, 

but it's best to have it written down. 

Two books I have found very helpful are My Mother 

Your Mother by Dennis McCullough MD. It is the   

practice of "slow medicine" and was a very good look at 

the decline of an aging person through the author’s    

experiences with his own mother. Another good read 

was Passages in Care giving:  Essential Strategies for 

Caring for a Loved One by Gail Sheehy. Gail recounts 

her experience of caring for her husband and each   

chapter highlights things to be doing at certain times and 

who can help you out. Above all else is the good advice 

This may no longer be our fight, but NYSUT has decided to make it theirs on behalf of our in-service colleagues.  

In August NYSUT decided to intervene in Wright v. New York as a defender of tenure. NYSUT's motion, filed in state 

Supreme Court in Albany, strikes back against the Partnership for Educational Justice, a group headed by former tele-

vision host Campbell Brown with ties to Students' First, the Success Academy Charter School network and several 

Wall Street billionaires. NYSUT is seeking to intervene on behalf of seven representative teachers—including three 

New York State Teachers of the Year—whose ability to teach would be jeopardized without the common sense safe-

guards that tenure provides. 

NYSUT said teachers and their union have a "real and substantial interest' in the outcome of the case because dis-

mantling tenure would jeopardize their teaching as well as their basic terms and conditions of employment. Tenure 

must be earned; it is not automatic. Once a teacher is granted tenure, generally after three years or more of service, 

oversight and evaluation, a teacher cannot be fired without a fair hearing. 

NYSUT President Karen E. Magee said the union is aggressively defending the teaching profession in the court of 

law and in the court of public opinion. “Tenure is a safeguard that ensures good teachers can speak up for what their 

students need. It is a safeguard that protects good teachers from unfair firing, a basic due-process right. And tenure is 

working in New York state. The process has been reformed to be faster and more cost-efficient.’  

NYSUT's motion states Brown and her supporters are trying to "to eviscerate laws that have been carefully de-

signed and continually and rationally refined by the Legislature over the course of more than a century to attract and 

retain qualified, dedicated public school teachers, and to protect them from arbitrary dismissal, in the interest of pro-

moting the best possible education for New York's school children. The evisceration of these laws would not only 

damage the professional and legal interest of school teachers, but would impair the right of New York's school chil-

dren to a sound basic education.' More information about this topic and the lawsuit can be found online at nysut.org. 

 
Source:  .nysut.org/news/2014/august/nysut-defends-tenure-as-safeguard-for-students-and-teachers 

The Fight for Tenure 

to take care of yourself and not let burnout cause you to 

become ill while caring for a loved one. 

A bit of advice to those who hear, "Don't put me in a 

nursing home." I have heard this for years so I am       

fortunate to have two caregivers on a daily basis for four 

hours/day, and six siblings who all help out on a con-

tinual basis seeing my need for "time off." Most elderly 

people find it hard to change things they have always 

been able to do but no longer can.  My line is "This is the 

new normal." Using a cane or walker was fought tooth 

and nail. Our response was "If you don't have it  become 

your best friend and you fall, it will be out of our hands 

when we can't take care of you at home." I have never 

promised about not enlisting the help of a nursing 

home. I have heard of many people who feel so guilty 

about going that route even when there is no other 

choice, because of that long ago promise. 

It is very difficult to have the parent become the child 

in their golden years but often using the safety issue    

encourages them to try things a safer way. The Associa-

tion for Blind and Visually Impaired in Utica has        

representatives who will come to the home and help with 

safety concerns and making the home accessible to      

visually impaired people.  

I have been caring for my mom for about six years so 

if you are just beginning this journey and need any other 

tips or just a shoulder, please call Linda Evans at  

363-7097. 

 
Submitted by Linda Evan, Oneida retiree 
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Fall Luncheon, Thursday, October 16, 2014 

2014-2015 Participation Fee 

IMPORTANT:  Retirees from Adirondack, Canastota, Central Square, Clinton, Holland Patent, Oneida, Oneida/

Herkimer/Madison BOCES, New Hartford, Oriskany, Pulaski, Remsen, Sauquoit Valley, Stockbridge Valley, Utica, 

VVS, Waterville, Westmoreland, and Whitesboro do not have to send $5, since the Participation Fee is contributed 

via retiree dues by your chapter. Rome Retirees may add the participation fee to their RTA local dues.                   

ATTENTION ALL OTHER RETIREES NOT BELONGING TO THE ABOVE-MENTIONED LOCALS, 

please fill out the form below. 

 

Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address_________________________________  City/State/Zip_________________________________ 

 

Phone:  _______________________  Retiree School District:  ________________________________________ 

 

E-mail address:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PLEASE, COMPLETE THIS FORM AND A $5 CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO “RETIREE COUNCIL 8” 

AND MAIL TO:  Wanona E. Carey, RC8 Treasurer, 8623 Turin Road, Rome, NY 13440-7523. 

RESERVATION FORM 

 

Please send this form and your check for $15, made payable to Retiree Council 8, to the following address:   

Marie Duink, 5 Sycamore Drive West, New Hartford, NY 13413, by Friday, October 9. 
 

 

 

Name______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

District Retired From_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail_________________________________________Phone_______________________________________ 

 

 

FRANKLIN HOTEL 

301 South James Street, Rome, NY  

 

COST: $15 (tax and gratuity included) 

 

MENU 

Baked Chicken 

Eggplant Parmesan 

Honey Glazed Carrots 

Roasted Potatoes 

Tossed Salad 

Macaroni Salad 

 

Bread and butter, coffee, tea and dessert included 

AGENDA 

 

11:00 Registration 

 

11:30 Welcome by Kenneth Drake, President 

          Retiree Council 8 

 

12:00 Lunch 

 

1:00 Speaker:  Sarah Miller-Locke, Director of Agency  

   Relations for the Food Bank of CNY 

 

         Topic:  Hunger Insecurity in Central New York  

 

 1:30  Closing 




